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The Maricopa County Community College District (MCCCD) is pleased to

announce that Chandler-Gilbert Community College, Mesa Community

College, Rio Salado College, and Scottsdale Community College will

partner to create new micro-pathways in advanced manufacturing and

information technology with the Education Design Lab (The Lab), a A
national nonprofit that designs, implements, and scales new learning

models for higher education and the future of work.
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strengthen community partnerships to support new pathways to

employment in high demand fields.”

The East Valley Maricopa Community Colleges were selected to
participate in the Lab’s second cohort in the nationally recognized
Community College Growth Engine Fund (the Fund), which raised $1.2M
to sponsor Maricopa Colleges to develop micro-pathways, a new class of
credentials designed to accelerate economic mobility for historically non-
traditional learners which now comprise what the Lab calls the new

majority learners.

Building on the momentum of the first cohort, the Fund announced four
new colleges and systems for Year 2. The Maricopa Community Colleges

are joined in Cohort 2 by:
Colorado Community College System (Energy + healthcare)
Bunker Hill Community College in Boston (Healthcare + IT)

The Community College of Philadelphia (Healthcare; STEAM life

sciences + technology; and transportation + logistics)

Co-designed with learners and employers in high-demand areas, micro-
pathways are defined as two or more stackable credentials, including a
21st-century skill micro-credential, that are flexibly delivered to be
achieved within less than a year and result in a job at or above the local

median wage.

Recent reports nationwide show the emerging demand for
microcredentials to fill a growing skills gap, including stories featured
in EducationDynamics, Forbes and Bloomberg. Nearly 90 percent of the
managers and executives who responded to McKinsey Global

Survey indicate they are currently experiencing workforce skills gaps or

expect to in the next few years.

“We are proud to partner with our sister colleges and the Education

Design Lab to bring micro-pathways to the East Valley,” said Chandler-
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partnerships with our sister colleges in the East Valley and industry to
develop micro-credentials to help students quickly gain necessary skills
to enter or advance in the workforce,” said Mesa Community College
Interim President Lori Berquam, Ph.D. “The focus on readying talent for
careers in information technology and advanced manufacturing will serve

our students and our community for both the short- and long-term.”
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Maricopa County Community College District’s East Valley Colleges has
been selected for Education Design Lab’s Community College Growth
Engine Fund. (Photo courtesy of Maricopa County Community College
District)

“This regional collaboration will define skills gaps with industry partners
and design short-form educational pathways to fill identified workforce
gaps in our community,” said Rio Salado College President Kate Smith.
“We are honored to partner together with the Community College Growth

Engine Fund to address the rapidly changing needs in our community.”

“Learner attitudes about school and work are shifting, employers are at
the table looking for new solutions, and community colleges are on the
brink of change,” Dr. Lisa Larson, Head of the Community College Growth
Engine Fund said. “There has never been a more pressing moment to
figure out what the next generation of community colleges are and,

importantly, how to get there. So far, we’ve seen firsthand how the Fund’s

https://azednews.com/new-manufacturing-and-information-technology-resources-for-mcccd/ 3/4


https://azednews.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/education-design-lab-promo_0122_SM-TW-1.jpeg
https://azednews.com/
https://azednews.com/news/
https://azednews.com/news-category/national-headlines/
https://azednews.com/news-category/arizona-headlines/

3/4/22, 11:53 AM

Related Posts

**

*

* MUH C o x * ‘Wishing our commumty

LOCALLY OWNED ahappy and safe &t umeM
LOFERITED Bringing us closer i
This weekend uon ition amount will be doubled!

zn% ONLINE ¢
s IIRDEIIS
AT REGULAR MENU PRICE H ‘

20% of Purchases will be donated to i

COX CHaRmIES

Use Promo Code: COX at Papajohns.com N

Use this coupon
for Papa John’s
orders this
weekend and 20%

New manufacturing and information technology resources for MCCCD - AZEdNews

© il
SchoulBuslnessthtlals

AZ Dept. of Ed to
release ESSER III
allocations in
mid May

AZEdNews Articles

v

AZEDNEWS

National Headlines Arizon:

Taste 4 Grand

Opening, RRHS
food program
gets a makeover

https://azednews.com/new-manufacturing-and-information-technology-resources-for-mcccd/ 4/4


https://azednews.com/use-this-coupon-for-papa-johns-orders-this-weekend-and-20-of-purchases-will-be-donated-to-cox-charities/
https://azednews.com/az-dept-of-ed-to-release-esser-iii-allocations-in-mid-may/
https://azednews.com/taste-4-grand-opening-rrhs-food-program-gets-a-makeover/
https://twitter.com/share?text=New%20manufacturing%20and%20information%20technology%20resources%20for%20MCCCD&url=https%3A%2F%2Fazednews.com%2Fnew-manufacturing-and-information-technology-resources-for-mcccd%2F
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fazednews.com%2Fnew-manufacturing-and-information-technology-resources-for-mcccd%2F
mailto:?subject=New%20manufacturing%20and%20information%20technology%20resources%20for%20MCCCD&body=https://azednews.com/new-manufacturing-and-information-technology-resources-for-mcccd/
https://azednews.com/use-this-coupon-for-papa-johns-orders-this-weekend-and-20-of-purchases-will-be-donated-to-cox-charities/
https://azednews.com/az-dept-of-ed-to-release-esser-iii-allocations-in-mid-may/
https://azednews.com/taste-4-grand-opening-rrhs-food-program-gets-a-makeover/
https://azednews.com/
https://azednews.com/news/
https://azednews.com/news-category/national-headlines/
https://azednews.com/news-category/arizona-headlines/

